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Goals of Lesson and Pre-Rate
Rate yourself in the following areas (scale of 1-4)

• Understand what it means to be a critical reader 

(reading rhetorically)

• Describe the components of the rhetorical situation 

(exigence, audience, author, purpose, context).

• Explain how an argument demonstrates 

understanding of an audience’s beliefs, values, and 

needs. 

• Learn at lease one critical reading strategy you could 

employ on the AP Lang and Comp exam.  



Why Be a Critical Reader?

• Assignments in this class and the AP Language 

and Composition AP Exam require you to be a 

critical reader.  

• Being a critical reader will help you: 

– Comprehend any text

– Understand the multiple-choice questions and writing 

prompts

– Correctly answer questions and compose a strong 

response to FRQs (Free Response Questions)



Reading Rhetorically 

• As opposed to writing rhetorically (different 

lesson).

• The ability to read and analyze a text and 

identify or explain:

– The components of the rhetorical situation 

(exigence, message (main idea), audience, 

purpose, and context).

– How the author demonstrates understanding 

of the audience’s beliefs, values, or needs.

– How the author achieves their purpose 

(stylistic choices).



Rhetoric 101 (the basics)

• Rhetoric:  The art of effective or persuasive speaking 

or writing, especially the use of figures of speech and 

other compositional techniques; Language meant to 

persuade.

• Analysis:  Derived from the Greek word unravel or 

loosen (to break apart);  Dividing an argument or text 

into its components to investigate it systematically, see 

how the parts work, and determine how the parts speak 

to the whole.

• The Rhetorical Situation (according to the College 

Board and AP Lang and Comp Exam):

– Exigence, Audience, Writer, Purpose, Context, and 

Message



The Rhetorical Situation

• Exigence: The issue, problem, or situation that causes or 

prompts someone to write or speak.  The occasion for 

writing. (main idea)

• Writer:  The individual who composes a speech, prose, 

or other piece of writing.

• Purpose:  Why the writer (author) composed a text or 

part of a text.  Generally to inform, instruct, persuade, or 

entertain

• Context:  When and where the text was written and 

when and where the text was published or delivered; the 

setting

• Message:  The actual text, whether written or spoken 

(method of delivery).  



A Closer Look—Audience

• Audience:  The intended reader(s) or participant(s) who 

will engage with the text (or visual or auditory text);  

Recipient of the text

• The individual or group to be influenced by the text.

• Thinking Critically:  

– Whenever you read an argument you must ask yourself, "is this 

persuasive? And if so, to whom?“

– Does the author understand and respect the values, beliefs, and 

needs of the audience?  If so, how?  

Marcus Tullius Cicero.  Born January 3 106 

BC.  Assassinated December 7, 43 BC



Strategies: 

Strategies for helping you critically 

read texts, questions, and prompts 

and to help generate ideas for and 

compose essays to answer the free-

response questions on the AP Exam.

1. The Five Steps

2. The What/How Approach



1. Annotate As You Read

• Begin with a quick skim of the text(s). 1-2 

minutes at the most!

• Then, with a pencil or pen in hand, read through 

the text quickly and:

– Highlight key words, phrases, or ideas that strike you 

as unusual or important. 

– Make notes and write questions in the margins.

• On the AP Lang. and Comp. exam, you will have 

to do this very quickly.

• This is called “Active Reading”



2. Read for Topic, Scope, Purpose, 

and Main Idea

After you read think about the following:

• What is the author’s position and or purpose? 

• What are the author’s main points? 

• How does the writer provide details and facts?  

• What is the author’s attitude towards the 

subject matter and what do they want a reader 

to believe and feel? (emotions)

• How does the author arrive at a conclusion? 

• For arguments, is the passage logical?  Is the 

author trustworthy? 



3. Evaluate the Author’s Effectiveness

• Having understood the passage, do you 

agree or disagree?  

• What questions do you still have?  

• Is the passage convincing or effective?  

• Does the author get you thinking and 

creating an internal dialogue about his or 

her topic?

• Is the author’s rhetorical approach (how 

they structure the argument) effective?



4. (FRQs) Organize a Response

• Now that you have examined the text, and extracted 
what you can from it, you should be ready to present 
your interpretation and/or evaluation of it.  

• Formulate a response. Your response must take a
stance on the topic, prompt, and/or texts. This is your
thesis statement.

• Make sure you have evidence from the text to
support your response. REMEMBER—you are
formulating a response, not summarizing the passage!

• Make sure to address the arguments of the opposition
and refute them. (counterclaim)



5. (FRQs) Select Evidence from the Text

• Due to the short amount of time you will have with 
your assignments in class and on the AP test, you 
will have to choose your evidence quickly.

• Make sure you have the textual evidence to back 
your claims.

• You must provide commentary that explains the 
relationship between the evidence and the thesis.

• Make sure to address the arguments of the 
opposition and refute them. (counterclaim)

Once you have completed these steps, begin 
composing your essay.



The “What / How” Approach

• The What / How approach can help you understand and 

formulate a response to a text or group of texts.

• It is simple, choose a “what” question (see 5 Steps #2 

and #3) and answer it by stating “how” the author 

accomplishes it.

– What is the author’s main purpose? (To get citizens to oppose 

the war in Afghanistan)

– How do they accomplish this? (by providing injury and casualty 

statistics and showing pictures of wounded Afghani children and 

wounded U.S. soldiers)

• Repeat these steps until you have enough information to 

write your response.



Summary of Lesson

• Understanding rhetoric, analysis, and the 

rhetorical situation can help you be a better 

critical thinker, reader, and writer!

• When responding to the FRQs on the AP Exam, 

have a plan and follow that plan. (5S or WH)

• Throughout this course, we will revisit these 

same concepts and strategies.



Post-Rate and Conclusion

Rate yourself in the following areas (scale of 1-4)

• Understand what it means to be a critical reader (reading 

rhetorically)

• Describe the components of the rhetorical situation 

(exigence, audience, author, purpose, context).

• Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding 

of an audience’s beliefs, values, and needs. 

• Learn at lease one critical reading strategy you could 

employ on the AP Lang and Comp exam.  

• Please show your work to your instructor for credit.  



Part 2 (Activity):  Strategies in Practice—

Fast Food Nation and Supersize Me

Group Activity Directions:
1. Students will divide into six groups—one for each section of FFN and one 

for SSM.

2. Each group will create a PowerPoint or Google Slides presentation and 

provide a rhetorical analysis of their section.  Identify and explain:
• The Exigence (some sections may have more than one issue or problem) + one 

direct quote (support)

• The Context + two direct quotes (support)

• Audience + does the author demonstrate an understanding of the audience’s 

beliefs, values, or needs?  Include two direct quotes (support) 

• Author’s purpose + one direct quote (support)

• How author achieves their purpose + two direct quotes (support)

3. Presentation has an introduction, body, and conclusion.

4. Use text, images, and possibly video.

5. Correctly cite in-text and on a works cited page.



Post-Rate 2 (following activity)

Rate yourself in the following areas (scale of 1-4)

• Understand what it means to be a critical reader (reading 

rhetorically)

• Describe the components of the rhetorical situation 

(exigence, audience, author, purpose, context).

• Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding 

of an audience’s beliefs, values, and needs. 

• Learn at lease one critical reading strategy you could 

employ on the AP Lang and Comp exam.  


